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Ang Lee Interview
The Oscar-winning  director sits
down and talks with Freedom
Press about the movie that 
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HRC and The L Word
HRC and SHOWTIME 
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The L Word this Sunday at
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BEAUTIFULLY
BROKEN
Director Ang Lee’s epic romance Brokeback Mountain is an unlikely hit
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Nashville
Celebrates
The New Year

TEP Planning for Busy 2006
In a December letter from Randy Cox, Chair / President of

the Tennessee Equality Project, a letter which sought financial
support for the work of the organization, Cox provides an indi-
cation of the busy year ahead for the statewide advocacy organi-
zation.“In 2006, TEP will provide information, services and
grassroots advocacy for and on behalf of thousands of people
from Tennessee. We will help people suffering from anti-GLBT
violence and workplace discrimination. We will spend countless
hours in schools, police departments, social services agencies,
corporations, local governments and state government to create
a welcoming environment all over the state.”

In a mid-term election year, with the Tennessee General
Assembly’s approved marriage definition Constitutional amend-
ment challenged in the courts by Tennessee ACLU, and with
the serious threat of another legislative session filled with anti-
gay proposals, TEP faces a full agenda. Included is a Saturday,
February 19 training session,“Advancing Equality, Lobbying
101.” The session will be held from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at the
Oasis Center in Nashville. It is designed to “educate the com-
munity on the principles of speaking effectively with their legis-
lators.” This will be followed on Tuesday, February 22, by
Advancing Equality Day on the Hill, when constituents will
lobby their representatives.

On Friday of this week, the monthly Post Office Party will be
held at Tribe. The $5 charge to participate in the Party goes to
HRC, and is matched by Kennith Cameron of New Wave
Mortgage, and donated to TEP.

For more information about TEP and all events, e-mail
info@tnep.org, visit www.tnep.org, or call 615-664-6886.

Nashville National Lesbian and Gay Journalism
Association Forms

Officers have been elected as Nashville’s chapter of the
National Lesbian and Gay Journalism Association took shape
in December. Brent Meredith, editor of Out & About Newspaper,
has been elected president of the Nashville chapter. Beth
Maples-Bays, East Tennessee bureau chief for Out & About
Newspaper, was elected vice-president; Jerry Jones, publisher of Out
& About Newspaper, was elected treasurer and Christopher
Sanders, public relations chair for the Tennessee Equality
Project, was chosen as secretary.

“I see the formation of the new Nashville NLGJA chapter as
yet another way to recognize the contributions of the local
GLBT community,” Meredith said.“It shows our fellow com-
munity members and peers that we are accomplished media
professionals and demonstrates to the entire Nashville commu-
nity that we play a part in the coverage and representation of
this city in a very real and tangible way.”

“We welcome the Nashville chapter and look forward to hav-
ing a very active group of professional journalists,” said Pamela
Strother, executive director of the NLGJA.

More than 20 people have joined the local chapter, which
hopes to recruit more mainstream LGBT journalists including

those from print, radio, and television. Meredith said the local
chapter would hold at least four education events a year and
would begin work on by-laws for the local chapter.

NLGJA is an organization of journalists, online media pro-
fessionals, and students that works from within the journalism
industry to foster fair and accurate coverage of lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender issues. NLGJA opposes workplace
bias against all minorities and provides professional develop-
ment for its members. Headquartered in Washington, D.C.,
NLGJA currently has more than 1,300 members and 25 chap-
ters in the U.S., with affiliates in Canada and Germany. For
more information, see www.nlgja.org .

Nashville GLBT Chamber Elects Names Board Members,
Looks Ahead

The Nashville GLBT Chamber of Commerce recently
named six new members to its board of directors, who take
office this month, and will serve two year terms. New board
members include Rick Harris, director, facilities services and
operations, planning and design for Country Music Television;
Jerry Jones, publisher of Out & About Newspaper; Diane Neal,
owner of DNGraphics; Shane Burkett, senior director of strate-
gic marketing of SBResults, LLC; Kennith Cameron, New
Wave Mortgage and Gary Gaston, Nashville Civic Design
Center. They join officers Christopher Sanders, president; John
Wade, executive vice president; Amos Gott, program chair; and
Pam Wheeler, membership chair.

When asked about the past year, Sanders said,“The most sig-
nificant changes for NAPP in 2005 were the implementation of
the Expo and the transformation from a professional organiza-
tion to a Chamber of Commerce. The Expo gave us a greater
brand identity with mainstream businesses and the GLBT
community. It was the public launch of everything we had been
doing such as the new logo, new website, and affiliation with the
National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce.”

Looking to 2006, Sanders stated that “the Nashville commu-
nity as a whole will get to know the GLBT Chamber. In my
role as president, I intend to focus on external relationships that
will help gain friends for the GLBT community in the
Nashville business community. John Wade will oversee most
internal operations including the 2006 Expo and other initia-
tives. We have begun working with local mainstream businesses
that wish to market to the GLBT community, which is an
exciting development.”

To learn more, contact Sanders at
christophersanders@yahoo.com.

Holy Trinity Community Church at New Location
Holy Trinity Community Church conducted their first service

in their new location this past Sunday, January 1. The new facili-
ty, purchased by the congregation, is located at 6727 Charlotte
Pike, in the West Meade area.“We’re excited about the move,”
Rev. Cynthia Andrews-Looper told CSFP. The approximately
6000 square foot facility, on an almost three acre corner lot, has

room for growth, she told us. With a total average attendance, at
two Sunday services, of about 140, the congregation has wor-
shipped at Brookemeade United Church of Christ since 1999.
Prior to that they met at the Unity Center for Positive Living.
This past October, they celebrated their ninth anniversary.

Andrews-Looper said that she moved from a part time to full
time position as pastor in 2004.“We’ve seen the fruits of my hav-
ing more time and energy to devote full time,” she said, as the
congregation grew in numbers. Currently the staff also includes a
part time secretary and music director, and will soon add a third
part time position, that of Director of Discipleship and Lay
Ministry. The congregation is diverse in membership, and
Andrews-Looper says,“Our hope is that we will continue to
diversify,” including with people of color.

Holy Trinity has been active for several years in the interfaith
community of the West Meade area.“We’ve been embraced in a
wonderful way,” the congregation’s pastor tells us. Among other
things, they have participated in Easter Sunrise services, where
she preached. They also joined teams from other West Meade
congregations in a Habitat for Humanity Project.“Everyone
knew we are from Holy Trinity, the know who we are.”

About a year ago, Holy Trinity began the process of becoming
a member of the United Church of Christ (UCC). That process
will culminate on April 22, when the third and final step will be
completed.“We will plan a special celebratory worship service
shortly after,” Andrews-Looper said.

For more information, see www.htcc.org .
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Local News By Joyce Arnold Ph.D.

The popular Lambda Book Group will resume regular meet-
ings this month, at Davis-Kidd Booksellers. The group’s first
meeting was held in January of 1996, at the now defunct
Bookstar. At it’s inception, the group was, according to Pat
Patrick,“Tennessee’s first and largest public gay and lesbian book
discussion group.” It “returns to Middle Tennessee and celebrates
the ten year-anniversary of its wildly successful inception.”

Lambda will begin meeting at Davis-Kidd on Wednesday,

January 18, at 7:00 PM. Monthly meetings will be held in the
store’s new community meeting room adjacent to the expanded
Bronte Bistro restaurant on the lower level of the store.

The first three titles have been selected: The Night Listener,
Armistead Maupin ( January); The World of Normal Boys, K.M.
Soehnlein; and Venus Envy, Rita Mae Brown (March). In addi-
tion to discussing The Night Listener at the January meeting,
the group will also make decision on upcoming titles. Typically,

Lambda alternates titles monthly between gay and lesbian fic-
tion, unless dictated otherwise by the group.

The Lambda Book Group at Davis-Kidd is free and open to
the public and will regularly meet on the third Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM. For more information about the group,
contact Pat Patrick at ppatrick@josephbeth.com. Davis-Kidd 
is located at 2121 Green Hills Village Drive in the Mall 
at Green Hills.

Lambda Book Group Returns, Will Meet at Davis-Kidd

Nashville PFLAG
Announces New Web Site,
January Meeting Speakers

Nashville PFLAG recently announced the arrival of
their new website, www.pflagnashville.org . According to
Jeff Porter, webmaster, the site “has been in the works
behind the scenes for quite some time, but, we only want-
ed to bring the very best to our friends, and those that we
serve.”

At this month’s regular meeting, representatives from
the Tennessee Equality Project will be present. The meet-
ing is on Tuesday, January 17, 7:00 to 8:30 PM, at
Scarritt-Bennett Center, 1008 19th Avenue South.

The new web site includes information about the local
chapter meetings, events and projects, as well as a
resource listing and news section.“You’ll notice,” Porter
says in a press release,“that we’ve filled our site with infor-
mation that helps us fulfill our mission of providing sup-
port, to cope with an adverse society; education, to
enlighten an ill-informed public; and advocacy, to end
discrimination and to secure equal civil rights.”


