
The Thursday, July 6 rulings of the New York
Court of Appeals, the highest court of the state,
and the Georgia Supreme Court, were not what
the LGBT communities had hoped to hear. The
New York ruling, in a 4 – 2 decision, means that
the state’s law allowing marriage only between a
man and a woman is constitutional. The
Georgia decision reinstated a voter approved ban
on marriage between same-sex couples (approved
by three-quarters of voters in 2004). The proce-
dural challenge, that the ballot measure violated
the state’s single-subject rule for ballot measures,
was dismissed by the court. Those decisions were
followed, on July 10, by a Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court ruling which said that

an amendment to ban same-sex marriage could
go on the state’s ballot, if the state Legislature
approved. Massachusetts is the only state in
which same-sex marriages are legal.

In Tennessee, an amendment that would ban
same-gender marriage will be on the November
ballot, unless the state’s Supreme Court rules
otherwise, based on a procedural challenge in a
law suit brought by the Tennessee ACLU.

Mel Fowler-Green, Staff Attorney for ACLU-
TN, commented on the rulings, and any implica-
tions for Tennessee. The New York and Georgia
rulings “were both from state courts, interpreting
their respective state constitutions,” she said.
“These decisions are surely a disappointment to

the plaintiffs and to the ACLU, which was
involved in both…,” but she added,“the struggle
for equal family protections will certainly contin-
ue.” There is “no impact on the case filed by
ACLU of Tennessee, now pending before the
Tennessee Supreme Court. Our case challenges
the procedure the Tennessee General Assembly
used to adopt the so-called ‘Marriage Protection
Amendment,’ and any analysis of the case is lim-
ited to Tennessee law. We are still confident in
our legal arguments.”

Nashville attorney Abby R. Rubenfeld made
similar observations.“The decisions in New York,
Georgia, and Massachusetts are certainly disap-
pointing, but they also certainly do not mean the
beginning of the end for marriage equality as
right wing pundits would have us believe.” She
reflected what many from the LGBT community

said about the New York case, that while the deci-
sion was “surprising and very disappointing, (it) is
so flawed and so illogical in its reasoning that it
will hopefully be overturned.”

According to the Human Rights Campaign,
the New York Court’s “majority opinion ruled
that the Legislature had a rational reason for
denying marriage, saying it’s more important to
promote stability in opposite-sex relationships
than same-sex relationships and insinuating that
children do not do as well with lesbian and gay
parents.” Matt Foreman, Executive Director of
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force,
described the decision in scathing language:“The
majority opinion offers utterly absurd reasons
why the legislature could choose to limit mar-
riage to opposite sex couples.

— continued on page 3
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Team Nashville is Ready
Local attorney Sam Felker and the
rest of Team Nashville are ready for
the 2006 Gay Games                
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Nashville Woman Attacked,
Benefit Fund Established
By Joyce L. Arnold Ph.D. 

As Johnna Bailey talks about her partner, Robyn Bailey, and about the Robyn Bailey Benefit
Fund and the reason the Fund is needed, she expresses a range of emotions and thoughts that
come in the wake of a life-threatening event. That includes, in this case, some caution, since the
recent brutal sexual and physical assault on Robyn Bailey is in the early stages of investigation by
Metro Nashville’s Police Department. Johnna says that she and Robyn have talked extensively, and
as far as they can determine, the assault was a result of “being at the wrong place at the wrong time,”
and was not a hate crime.

The night of the recent attack, which occurred in downtown Nashville, and included multiple
male assailants, Robyn’s ordeal continued as, dazed and without money, she walked all the way to
Hillsboro Village, where Johnna found her.“She looked awful,” and had received no help from those
she approached during her long walk. That included entering one business and asking for “a sip of
water,” and for someone to call 911. — continued on page 4

Thousands gather in Manhattan to protest NY High Court anti-gay marriage ruling. (Photo by Donna Aceto courtesy of Gay City News)

Vote No Campaign Schedules Statewide
Canvassing Action

This Saturday, July 15, LGBT and supportive
individuals in Knoxville, Nashville and
Memphis will participate in a door to door can-
vassing action. Organized by the Tennessee
Equality Project’s Vote No on One Campaign,
the action is one in a series designed to inform
and educate Tennesseans about the measure to
amend the state Constitution in such a way as to
define marriage as between “one man and one
woman,” what opponents of the measure
describe as “writing discrimination into the
Constitution.”

The Nashville canvas participants will meet at
9:30 AM, at the Peace and Justice Center, locat-
ed at 1016 18th Avenue South. Canvassing will
occur in West Nashville from 10:00 AM to
12:00 PM.

For more information, call 615-319-4114, e-
mail info@VoteNOon1TN.com, or go to
www.VoteNOon1TN.com.

PFLAG to Hear From UMC Conference
Demonstrator, Susan Wiltshire

The Nashville PFLAG chapter will hold
its monthly meeting next Tuesday, July 18, at
Scarritt-Bennett Center. Special guest Susan
Wiltshire, a professor of classics at
Vanderbilt University, will be the speaker.

Wiltshire will talk about her experiences at
a conference of the United Methodist
Church, when she participated in a demon-
stration organized by Soulforce. Wiltshire
was arrested as a result, and recently wrote
about her experience in the Tennessean’s
“Nashville Eye” guest column. Soulforce was
formed in 1998, with the mission to promote
liberty and justice for GLBT persons
through non-violent means.

The regular monthly meeting begins at
7:00 PM. For additional information, call
615-366-0888 or e-mail
info@pflagnashville.org.

What do Readers Want?
Freedom Press is Turning Two and Getting
Ready to Celebrate by Listening to You
By Joyce L. Arnold Ph.D.

CSFP is getting ready to celebrate our second anniversary with next week’s issue, and we’ve
happily accepted the nice comments about that from a number of folks from across our com-
munities. More importantly, they also shared their ideas about what they want from the
LGBT press, along with some thoughtful suggestions. We’ll share some of those here, and
plan some in-depth exploration in the week’s ahead.

Before any of that, the first thing to say is “thank you,” to readers, to advertisers (please give
them your support), and to our talented contributing writers who provide a wealth of talent
and an array of perspectives.

LGBT Press
Reflecting on LGBT press in general, the large majority of individuals with whom we

spoke included what Todd Grantham, Nashville Pride President, put this way: “I think the
role of the LGBT press is to communicate any and all information pertaining to our com-
munity—news, entertainment, editorials, LGBT advocacy issues, etc.” Carter H. Witt, V
(“Radical Gadfly, Masseur and Long time GLBT Activist”) offers this: “The Queer press
covers the stories and perspectives the mainstream media overlook or avoid, publishing arti-
cles which give readers a sense they are not alone.” That latter is something echoed by
Knoxville’s M. Todd Cramer (Knoxville Human Rights Group, Organizer; Greater
Knoxville LGBTQ Leadership Council, Co-Chair).“Without local press coverage, specific to
our community, those of us who live in a Red state in the heart of the Bible Belt might have
a tendency to feel isolated, forgotten or ignored.”

Jeanna Emert, Vice President of Nashville Pride made similar comments, adding “but they
(LGBT press) are much more important than just a source of information. Nashville’s
LGBT press…truly works to improve our community in so many ways,” from sponsorship of
community events to “investigating and holding accountable our elected officials on issues of
concern to GLBT people,…and providing us with a forum we can call our own.”

— continued on page 18

3CHURCH STREET FREEDOM PRESS

Nashville News By Joyce L. Arnold Ph.D.

JULY 13. 2006

When the 2006 Gay Games  Opening
Ceremonies occur at Chicago’s Soldier Field,
among the more than 12,000 athletes will be
fifteen members of Team Nashville. One of
those is local attorney
Sam Felker.

Felker told us that
the local athletes will
participate in a variety
of events, including
tennis, track & field,
triathlon, cycling, and
running. He will
compete in the
triathlon (a swim,
bike and run combi-
nation. Keith Little
will compete in the
javelin, where he is the
defending gold medal-
list, as well as in shot, discus and hammer.
Among other participants are Stan Sklar, who
will run the 5K, while Kip Kibbons will play
in the tennis tournament.

“The whole focus of the Gay Games is par-
ticipation,” Felker said,“but I am very competi-
tive and want to do well…. I have been train-
ing really hard this summer—like 25 mile bike
rides on the weekends, 6 mile training runs
and swimming in a wet suit at the outdoor
pool of the Y. I even pushed myself to do a
distance swim in the ocean over the July 4 hol-
iday. My goals,” he continued,“are to finish the
event without injury (no kidding) and to
record my personal best time. At my age, that
will be a challenge.”

Felker’s partner, Keith Little, has “worked
hard with a personal throw coach to master all

of his events which are very technical. He has
spent many afternoons and weekends at the
Vanderbilt track practicing his throws.”

Local support has been strong, Felker said.
“We have received a
lot of encourage-
ment from friends in
the community who
want to see the
members of Team
Nashville do well in
the Games.”

The Games begin
this weekend, run-
ning from July 15 –
22.“I am confident
that we will have a
fabulous week in
Chicago,” Felker
commented,“regard-

less of the outcome of the athletic events. It is
incredibly inspiring to be in the company of
thousands of gay and lesbian athletes, enter-
tainers and spectators from all over the world.”
Athletes come from over 100 countries and
compete in about 30 sports.

“For a week,” Felker concluded,“we will basi-
cally take over the city and show the world a
very positive side of the GLBT community. I
am sure there will be detractors from the right
who try to spoil the event or at least blur the
positive messages that can emerge from this
type of international GLBT gathering, but I
am hopeful the focus will remain on the par-
ticipants and not the critics of the event.
When Team Nashville marches together in the
Opening Ceremonies at Soldier Field, all of
the hard work and training will be worth it.”

Team Nashville Ready for the
2006 Chicago Gay Games

What does it mean for TN —continued from page 1

For example, it says ‘the legislature could find that unstable relationships between people of
the opposite sex present a greater danger that children will be born into or grow up in unstable
homes than is the case with same-sex couples, and thus that promoting stability in opposite-sex
relationships will help children more.’ If the results of this decision were not so profoundly
hurtful, this kind of reaching – which permeates the entire opinion - would render it laughable.”

In a dissenting opinion, New York Chief Judge Judith Kaye said the court, by leaving the
issue to legislators, failed to uphold its responsibility to correct inequalities.“This state has a
proud tradition of affording equal rights to all New Yorkers. Sadly, the court today retreats from
that proud tradition. I am confident that future generations will look back on today’s decision
as an unfortunate misstep.”

Randy Tarkington, Chair of the Tennessee Equality Project’s Vote No on One Campaign,
commented,“I think in New York the focus will now switch to the Legislature. Polls show a
majority of New York citizens favor gay marriage.” In Tennessee, he said,“I think the implica-
tions of the decision are minimal….If anything it does take away the argument that this
amendment is necessary because of activist judges.” While disagreeing with the decisions, he
added “we also understand that is the process. What we will not be doing in Tennessee is trying
to bully the Supreme Court the way the opposition has with questionnaires asking them to
state their opinions on issues. Nor will we be making threats to vote to remove them if the rul-
ing does not go in our favor. We respect that the courts will interpret the rule of law in the
Constitution when they make their decision.”

Rubenfeld looked back at the history of civil rights struggles.“As a community, I think we
have to remind ourselves that the road to equality is never an easy one, without curves, road-
blocks, and some potholes. But like other movements before us, we can get beyond these tem-
porary setbacks and we will ultimately achieve success. We need to focus on the positives hap-
pening at the same time as these defeats—for example, the excellent study released just last
week by the American Academy of Pediatrics, that finds that marriage equality is good for chil-
dren, or the polls showing that increasing numbers of Americans support equality. Perhaps we
are starting a period of two steps forward and one step back—but we are inching forward.”

The various cases, she said,“show once again the importance of being politically involved.
Appellate judges are generally appointed by governors and governors are elected….People need
to get registered, get involved, and get out to the polls to be sure that fair minded officials are
elected on all levels.”▼

Felker and other team mates 
promoting the Gay Games at Tribe
earlier this year


