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GRUETLI-LAAGER, Tenn.  –
Alan Winkler’s dream of running
a gay campground and resort nes-
tled in the idyllic woods of
Southeast Tennessee is over. 

Winkler’s plans came crashing
down around him when he drove

onto his 75-acre property in the
hills of Grundy County on the
afternoon of Monday, Oct. 7 and
found the resort he’d just started
to build in ruins. The wood and
iron entrance gate he made was
gone. The small office building
he’d constructed was lying on the
ground in a broken heap. His
water line was ruptured spewing
water everywhere. The septic

tank had been unearthed and
smashed. 

There were also five dead dogs
scattered around the driveway.

"Normally, I keep a pistol on
my side for protection. It is com-
pletely legal and registered. But I
didn’t have it with me on that
trip," Winkler said. "All of the
sudden I was out there seeing all
this and I realized the people who
did this could still be around. My
first thought was, ‘I don’t have
my gun.’ So I panicked. I took off
as fast I could." Winkler hasn’t
been back to the property since.

This incident, on top of several
death threats he received via his
Web site, was the last straw. He
said he chose Grundy County for
no other reason than its outdoor
beauty and inexpensive land. But
now he’s decided to abandon his

plans, sell the property and relo-
cate. 

One of threats he received by
e-mail read: "You bunch of fags
get the hell out of grundy county
or we will slauter [sic] your butt
f----ing asses!!" 

"If it were just me, I’d go right
back and start over. I wouldn’t let
them run me out," said Winkler, a
North Carolina native. "But, if I
were going to be a resort owner,
the way I planned, I’d be respon-
sible for my guests. I could never
invite people to come and stay at
my property if there were any
chance they would be harmed or
harassed." 

Winkler says he’s worked on
this project for five years and this
was the first sign of trouble. He
assumes someone found his Web
site through a search engine, then

possibly posed as someone want-
ing more information. Winkler
had asked potential guests to
become members for a $10 annu-
al fee. Only members were sup-
posed to know the resort’s loca-
tion. 

"I guess a lot of these hate-
mongers have nothing better to
do than just sit at the computer
and search for ‘gay this’ and ‘gay
that’ to see what they can find,"
Winkler said. "Apparently some-
one hit the right combination and
found my Web site on one of the
few search engines where it was
listed."

"Get the Hell Out of Grundy
County"

Winkler was visiting friends in
North Carolina when other
friends back in Grundy County
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‘Blue Fox’ gay resort plans scrapped

George’s Pub closes
George’s Pub, a popular gay

sports bar at 1501 Second Ave.
South, closed Oct. 6. 

Sources say the owner plans
on opening a consignment shop
in the former space, and also
plans on renting out the space
for private parties.  A spokesman

for George’s could not be
reached for comment and the
phone at George’s Pub went
unanswered.

George’s closing follows the
opening of two new bars in
Nashville, The Lipstick Lounge
and Jaded Mary's. continued on page 4

Trees at Radnor Lake have yet to begin showing their beautiful
fall colors, but with cooler temperatures expected this week it
won't be long.
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Gay student groups not always welcome
Hillwood High students launch GSA after a four-year effort

by Melanie Meadows
O&AN Web Editor & Staff Writer

Gay/Straight Alliances (GSAs)
are cropping up at several Middle
Tennessee high schools – and not
everyone is happy about it. 

GSAs are student-initiated
groups that provide a safe place
to meet, find support and talk
about issues related to sexual ori-
entation and homophobia in
schools.

Growing interest in GSAs
spawned the creation of the
Middle Tennessee Council of
Gay / Straight Alliances, which

will include student representa-
tives from each Middle
Tennessee GSA. DeWayne
Fulton, senior sponsor of One-In-
Teen, the largest program serving
GLBT youth in Tennessee,
explained the council will help
because “these students are work-
ing without a safety net and, in
many cases, the school’s staff is
hostile to the idea of a GSA.
These young people need the
support of other youth leaders
facing similar experiences.”

As a result of the work of three
students, Hume-Fogg became the
first Metro-Nashville school to

have a GSA in 1999. There is a
GSA at Hillsboro High and
groups are either in development
or being considered in Antioch,
Murfreesboro, Cheatham County
and Dickson County. 

After a four-year effort by stu-
dents, Hillwood High School is
launching a GSA this fall, but it
has faced some controversy.

“We had to cancel the first
meeting because we found out
some students were planning to
come just so they could find out
who was there and harass them,”

continued on page 4

Owner says vandals destroyed property in rural Grundy County
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Gene Floyd reflects 
on her life as the 
mother of a gay son

Gene Floyd is co-chair of the local
PFLAG (Parents, Families, & Friends of
Lesbians and Gays) organization and the
subject of this month’s “Five Questions
with Jerry Jones.”

1. Gene how did you get involved
with PFLAG?

Back in the mid 80’s, I had heard of
PFLAG and started trying to find them. I
knew I needed others who were going
through the same thing I was in trying to
understand what was going on in my
son’s life and how I could talk with him
about it. There was no group here but I
did contact the national office and was
put on a list of people who would take
calls if someone in this general area
called the national office. Those connec-
tions with others in the area led to my
going to a PFLAG Convention in
Chicago and deciding to try to start a
group in 1987. I met another mother,
Janet Hazen, about that time and she was
also looking for others. We got together
and had the first meeting in September
1987. We have been meeting since then,
with some short interruptions.

2. What has been the most reward-
ing experience you’ve had in working
with PFLAG?

Being in contact and getting to know
many wonderful people in the GLBT
community in Nashville. I want parents
and families to know that the “world
does not end” when you find you have a
gay child and that they “did not cause it”.
That is always the first thought, with
Mother’s anyway. 

3. What are the most immediate
needs that PFLAG has?

Like any organization, we try to make
contact with as many people as we can to
get our message out. If the past few years
have used several vehicles to do that.
Billboards, contact with school counsel-
lors, beiing part of the Yes to Kids conv-
erence sponsored by the State of
Tennessee. the Oasis Center, advertising
in movie theaters. We have been invited
in November to speak to a group at the
Ford Motor Credit Company during a
diversity week. 

It costs money to do some of these
things, to keep our name out there, so,
we try to get funds where ever we can. 

4. What is the biggest challenge par-
ents face when they learn a child is
gay? 

Knowing what to say and how to say it

was my biggest problem. Gay or straight,
I loved my son and was determined to
not lose my relationship with him. His
sister’s felt the same way and that
helped. I think this is the basic need for
most families. To show love and accept-
ance. 

Religious training, or brainwashing, in
some instances is a tremendous hurdle in
many families. It is helpful, I think, when
parents come to PFLAG meetings and
see those in the glbt community who are
leading happy, purposeful lives. They
need to know that being gay does not
mean unfulfilled lives any more than
being straight. It is what you do with the
life you have that counts. 

5. I’m guessing from early comments
you made, your son is gay. How was
his experience coming out to you and
what did you do to adjust to the news?

He did not come out to me. It never
even occurred to me at all until after he
left home to go to college at MTSU. He
did not like it and came back after the
first quarter (or semester, I forget) and
enrolled in Peabody.

He had a roommate and moved into an
apartment across from the school. The
first time I went I knew there was some-
thing else here, the roommate was older,

out of school and the place was impecca-
ble. This was no college roommate. I did
not say anything, just observed and
thought and prayed about it. It did not
last long, Brad left for San Francisco,
then traveled in Mexico, Guatemala and
about. Stayed in New Orleans for a while
and then came home for a few weeks and
decided to move to New York City.

The thing I knew was that I loved my
son. He did not change during this time
and was the same good kid he had
always been and I was not going to lose
my relationship with him.

All of that occurred between 1974
when he graduated from high school and
when he left for NYC in July 1976.

Finally, when I went to visit him there,
I told him I thought we needed to talk —
so I really outed him. Told him I knew he
is gay, his sisters know and we love him
very much. So that was that.

How lucky I am to have had almost 30
years of a wonderful relationship with
him. 

I feel so sorry for those parents who
turn away and lose so much.

Barbara Crawford and her hus-
band Richard love children. Having
been foster parents for the past 25
years, they have had many children
move in and out of their lives. 

After raising five of their own
children, they adopted six more with
their ages ranging from nine-years-
old to twenty years old. Some of
these aren’t just regular children, two
have AIDS and one of those is criti-
cally ill.

It’s not the first time the
Crawford’s have reached out to help
children with AIDs. They formed
Kids Fighting Aids, Inc., back in
1997 and ever since then have helped
children and their families fight the
disease and its crippling effects.

“We’re all volunteers,” Barbara

Crawford explained. “We are a non-
profit organization, and all of the
funds we raise go to help these kids
and their families. Oftentimes, they
have no where else to turn.”

Crawford said their organization
serves as a clearing house for infor-
mation on AIDs for kids and their
families, provides clothing, social
interaction, supplies and other
resources .

It was this dedication that lead
Pat Blaylock and his business partner
Larry Stanfill to “adopt” Kids
Fighting Aids as their charity.
Blaylock and Stanfill own the
Cabaret – episode 2 on Murfreesboro
Road in Nashville. 

“Christmas is coming up and
these kids are going to need presents

and other things,” Blalock said. “It’s
the time of year when we think of
giving, and who else better deserves
our support than these children and
their families who are living with
AIDs.”

Blaylock has organized a benefit
for Kids Fighting Aids, to be held
November 17th at 8 p.m. at the
Cabaret (www.tnthecabaret.com).
Entertainers, auction items, a special
drag show and other events will fill
the night designed to raise money for
these special children.

He said the money would be used
to purchase Christmas gifts and need-
ed supplies for 24 children who are
presently undergoing treatment for
AIDs at the Vanderbilt Pediatric
Infectious Diseases Clinic.

Benefit for Kids Fighting AIDS set for Nov. 17

BEAUTIFUL CONDO
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This single story traditional, cottage  condo/townhouse built in 1985 has  2
bedroom(s), 2 full bath(s) and is  approximately 1277 sq. ft. Other  features
include a fireplace. Recreation amenities include swimming pool, communi-
ty clubhouse.
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been back to the property since.

This incident, on top of several
death threats he received via his
Web site, was the last straw. He
said he chose Grundy County for
no other reason than its outdoor
beauty and inexpensive land. But
now he’s decided to abandon his

plans, sell the property and relo-
cate. 

One of threats he received by
e-mail read: "You bunch of fags
get the hell out of grundy county
or we will slauter [sic] your butt
f----ing asses!!" 

"If it were just me, I’d go right
back and start over. I wouldn’t let
them run me out," said Winkler, a
North Carolina native. "But, if I
were going to be a resort owner,
the way I planned, I’d be respon-
sible for my guests. I could never
invite people to come and stay at
my property if there were any
chance they would be harmed or
harassed." 

Winkler says he’s worked on
this project for five years and this
was the first sign of trouble. He
assumes someone found his Web
site through a search engine, then

possibly posed as someone want-
ing more information. Winkler
had asked potential guests to
become members for a $10 annu-
al fee. Only members were sup-
posed to know the resort’s loca-
tion. 
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