
by Byron Simpson
News Writer

A Williamson County man who spent
two days in jail for telling his son he is
gay, was vindicated in a higher court in

early January after the Tennessee Court of
Appeals ruled that a gay father, prohibited
from exposing his son to the gay lifestyle,
did not exceed reasonable boundaries
when informing his son that he was gay.

Joe Hogue, a Nashville-based record

producer working primarily in the
Christian music industry, divorced from
his wife Cher Lynn Hogue in 2002.  Their
son was nine years old at the time.
During the divorce, Ms. Hogue obtained
from the Williamson County Chancery

Court a temporary restraining order that,
among other things, barred Hogue from
“exposing the child to his gay lover(s)
and/or his gay lifestyle.”

by Beth Maples-Bays
Knoxville Staff Writer
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by David Miller
Staff Writer

Billy Bean, the first major league baseball
player in more than 20 years to acknowl-
edge his homosexuality, will be the keynote
speaker for the ninth annual HRC (Human
Rights Campaign) Tennessee Dinner and
Silent Auction on February 28. 

One of Nashville’s highest-profile
fundraising events for the HRC, the $175 a
person annual dinner has become one of
the region’s most anticipated social events.

Bean began his professional baseball
career with the Detroit Tigers, and went on
to play for the Los Angeles Dodgers, and
the San Diego Padres. 

After years of living a secret life and hid-

ing his homosexuality,
Bean came out publicly
in 1999. 

Since that time, Bean
has been extremely active
in the community speak-
ing out for the rights of
the GLBT community.

Former professional baseball player to
headline Nashville HRC dinner 
Billy Bean to speak; Oleta Adams to entertain

Nashville chapter flourishes; 
elects new board members

Feeling lonely on Valentine’s day?
Local professionals offer fun alternatives to the dating scene  

by Jerry Jones 
Publisher

Feeling lonely on Valentine’s Day?
You’re not alone. Nashville counselors
report that Valentine’s Day is particularly
rough for those without a significant other,
but there are positive ways to deal with the
loneliness.

All holidays can be tough for single
women and men, with Valentine’s Day
ranking as one of the most emotional 
holidays next to Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve. 

Barbara Sanders, LCSW, and Carlton
Cornett, LCSW, both say they see an
upswing in the number of single clients
who are dealing with loneliness on
Valentine’s Day. Both say the best way to

deal with the loneliness is to find other 
single friends and do something together.
They both stressed the importance of plan-
ning an event.

“I know one group that rents a bus (The
Love Bus) and all the singles get on it and
hang out all over the place on Valentine’s,”
explained Sanders. “This is also a good way
to meet other singles in case one wants to
find another relationship.”

Sanders said another solution can be as
simple as finding a few good movies and
snuggle up with your favorite pet, a
friend, or family member so you can
enjoy the evening particularly without
even giving much focus to the Valentine
nature of the day.
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East Tennessee Pride cuts events
due to budget shortfall, lack of
community support

PFLAG provides supporting
arm for Nashville 

Some things 
never change...

Unfortunately, some things do...

TIM BENNETT
615-297-7285

Cell: 615-364-0165
Fax: 615-297-7688

Tim@adexhomesellers.com
2919 Berry Hill Drive • Nashville, Tennessee 37204

Call me for all your changing real estate needs!

by Beth Maples-Bays
Knoxville Staff Writer

KNOXVILLE – Lack of funds and what
some are calling a deficit of community
support resulted in an East Tennessee Pride
Board of Directors decision to cancel both
the Drag Diva Expo and the Mr. East
Tennessee Pride Pageant for the Pride 2004
events calendar. The conclusion was made
in a meeting Saturday, Jan. 17, in which the
board members assessed their current
financial situation. Postponement and
venue changes are slated for other events as
well including the Ms. East Tennessee Pride
Pageant, Mass Commitment Ceremony,
and the annual Pride Ball.

Ryan Salyer, executive director of East
Tennessee Pride, cites lack of community
support as the reason for the event cancel-
lations.

“I don’t think the community realizes

the overall picture of the hardship situa-
tion we are in,” states Salyer in describing
the financial plight of the organization. “I
don’t know what else to say at this time
but I’d like to see us put on the best Pride
Celebration possible this year. Also, a lot
of people go out of town to other Pride
Festivals such as Atlanta or New Orleans
and most people seem to participate more
to out of town Pride events than right here
in their own town.”

To assist with East Tennessee Pride by
contributing money, time, skills, or goods,
contact the organization at 865-406-4151
or 865-803-5506. Email:
easttennpride@aol.com. Mail:  East
Tennessee Pride, Inc., P.O. Box 10439,
Knoxville, TN 37939-0439.

Visit their Web site at www.eastten-
nesseepride.com. �

Beth Maples-Bays can be reached at
beth@outandaboutnashville.com.

by Jerry Jones
Publisher

They come together once a month and
meet in a small classroom. A time for
each of them to reflect, sit, talk, and pro-
vide support for those in need, those
questioning and those who aren’t sure
what to think. 

“They” are the members of Nashville’s
Parent’s, Family, and Friends of Lesbian
and Gays (PFLAG), a support group for

anyone who wants to learn more about
someone they love, who is gay.

Members of the Nashville PFLAG
group probably reflect that of PFLAG
groups across America – they are young
and old — parents, grandparents, broth-
ers, sisters, and friends who seek support
and to provide support.

“We discuss the joys and sometimes
less than enjoyable issues that GLBT indi-

Continued on page 9
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Handsome young adult male, short-
haired, red in color, neutered. Attentive,
housebroken, crate trained, well behaved.
Friendly to all, but clearly prefers males.
Should be only pet, fenced yard, refer-
ences required. 

Contact Sandy at 615-885-6941,
may leave a message. 

CHOW MIX
Handsome young adult male, short-
haired, red in color, neutered. Attentive,
housebroken, crate trained, well behaved.
Friendly to all, but clearly prefers males.
Should be only pet, fenced yard, refer-
ences required.

Contact Sandy at 615-885-6941,
may leave a message. 

CHOW MIX

viduals and their loved ones experience
and how to better understand one anoth-
er,” explained PFLAG Co-Chair H.G.
Stovall.

Monthly meetings are held at the Cohn
Adult Learning Center, located on Park
Avenue just off Charlotte Avenue. They
meet on the third Tuesday of every month.

“Many parents take solace out of meet-
ing and getting to know happy, healthy,
successful, people who just happen to also
be gay or lesbian,” Stovall explained. 

PFLAG was started to promote the
health and well-being of gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender persons, their
families and friends through: support, to
cope with an adverse society; education, to
enlighten an ill-informed public; and
advocacy, to end discrimination and to
secure equal civil rights. 

The local PFLAG officers are Don
Shockley Co-Chair; H.G. Stovall Co-
Chair; Lynda Lewis Secretary/Treasurer;
Jeff Porter Director of Communications
and Jennifer Freeman Director of
Fundraising and Programming.
Stovall said the local mission of the
PFLAG group reflected that of the nation-
al PFLAG groups, which is to envision a
society that embraces everyone, including

those of diverse sexual orientations and
gender identities. He stressed that all were
welcome, including members of the GLBT
community and questioning individuals.

“The fact that gays and lesbians are wel-
come is one of the hardest barriers we
have had to break,” Stovall said. “Only
with respect, dignity, and equality for all
will we reach our full potential as human
beings. PFLAG welcomes the participation
and support of all who share in, and hope
to realize this vision.”

There are several ways to get more infor-
mation on Nashville’s PFLAG. You may
visit their website at
www.pflagnashville.org, email them
atPFLAGNashville@hotmail.com or call
the information line at 615-366-0888. �

Jerry Jones can be reached at 
publisher@outandaboutnashville.com.

PFLAG — continued from page 6

The new officers for PFLAG are (left to
right) Jeff Porter, HG Stovall, Don Shockley,
Lynda Lewis, and JenniferFreeman.

Brandywine Apartments 
5204 Edmondson Pike
(Brentwood Area)
Phone: 615-331-4941
Fax: 615-331-7867
E-mail: RainL2@wrpi.com

Nashboro Village
115 Nashboro Blvd. (Airport Area)

Phone: 615-361-3970 • Fax: 615-360-7832

orBrandywineBrandywine
�Several Spacious 1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes

�6 Sparkling Pools & Golf Course Views

�Free Tennis and Karate Lessons

�Free Membership to Fully Staffed Athletic and Racquet Club

�Private Balconies/Patios with Outside Storage

�Minutes to Dell® and International Airport

�Short-Term Leases Available

Nashboro VillageNashboro Village

Celebrate Mardi Gras with us.
Come “unmask” the savings and
ask about our great specials.

�Spacious 1 & 2 Bedroom Floorplans,

�Heated Indoor Pool, Activity/Fitness Center,

�Cozy Fireplaces, Washer/Dryer Connections,

�Free Covered Parking, Gated Community,

�Tennis Court, Two Outdoor Pools


