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Nashville attorney Abby Rubenfeld is organizing attor-
neys across the state of Tennessee to prepare for a possible
legal challenge on the existing Tennessee law limiting mar-
riage between a man and a woman, and the proposed con-
stitutional amendment.

“I’m organizing a team of attorneys from all parts of the

state to be prepared to do a challenge
both to the existing ‘defense of mar-
riage’ law and to the proposed consti-
tutional amendment,” Rubenfeld
said. “I think that both are unconsti-
tutional and subject to challenge.”

Rubenfeld said she didn’t want leg-
islators using a potential suit against
the statute as an excuse to pass a con-
stitutional amendment.

“In my opinion, both are unnecessary, violate basic con-

stitutional principles of fairness and equality, and equally
subject to challenge,” she said. 

Potential plaintiffs that could be involved in the legal
challenge include those couples who have gone to
Massachusetts and been denied licenses; couples who have
gone there and gotten married; couples who want to chal-
lenge current law; couples who get partner benefits that
are taxable; couples who want to do a step-parent adop-
tion (partner’s kids) and couples who have been together
more than 20 years.
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by Beth Maples-Bays
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A recent protest at the Human Rights
Campaign headquarters in Washington,
D.C., followed a week of lobbying efforts on
the part of transgender activists from around
the country. The protest evolved out of con-
cerns arising from interactions with various
congressional representatives surrounding the
Employment Nondiscrimination Act

(ENDA) proposal that would prohibit
employment discrimination based on sexual
orientation and/or gender identity. 
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[Editor’s note: This is part two of a
multiple-part series on how GLBT
nightlife originated in Nashville.]

The way of life for the GLBT com-
munity in Nashville took a huge hit
in the early 1980’s. 

With what would become an even
deeper turn into the right wing jug-
gernaut of the Reagan years, the
onslaught of the AIDS crisis began
and changed the course of history.
Ignored politically, and shunned
socially, gays had to rise up on their
own to fight the menace of a world-
wide epidemic. It couldn’t have
come at a worse time, just when gays
were starting to get a grip on social
reform.

“It really affected gay life in
Nashville,” explained Don Hartsfield,
owner of the Chute Complex. “The epidemic was not just a
New York or San Francisco problem, it hit home in a hard
way. Most of the people who I knew then, who were my
friends and came out to the bars, are all gone now. I look

back at photos of friends, patrons of
the bar, performers and employees,
and they are all gone, dead from a
tragic disease.”

The gay community is resilient
though, and they came back with a
vengeance, using the tools they had
to reinforce change in society. At
that time, the bar scene became even
more important than ever not just as
a social nightspot, or entertainment
but also as a catalyst for bringing the
community together. Bars began to
sponsor benefits, and humanitarian
fundraisers to battle the AIDS epi-
demic. Every subclass of the commu-
nity began to meld together for one
common cause.

The Warehouse 2, which started in
the late 1970s, was right next door to
the Chute Complex, and when the
Chute Complex opened in 1984,
these two bars became two of the
most popular gay nightspots in

Nashville. This powerhouse bar duo would dominate the
gay nightlife in Nashville for years to come. 

Rubenfeld organizes attorneys to prepare for marriage
legal challenge
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Transgender activists
protest HRCovergender
identity inclusion
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Cast playbill from the Other Side: 
(L to R) Tina Louise, Lisa Lamae,

Harlowe, Regina Ray, Lennie 
Latoke and Beverly Hilz.

Protesters gathered outside of the
HRC headquarters in Washington D.C.

Abby Rubenfeld
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Comedian Paula
Poundstone

Chats with ‘O&AN’ about 
her visit to NashvilleCelebrating its 20th anniversary

Nightlife in Nashville takes a
hit in the 1980s — The onslaught of AIDS
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Nashville Cares  
fundraiser a sell-out
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Diversity was also expressed in
the variety of folks from different
spiritual paths. The overwhelming
majority were Christian, however
other faiths were represented as
well. Grey Cat, noted pagan
author and founder of the
Northwind Tradition of American
Wicca, was on hand to visit with
friends, read Tarot, and enjoy the
day. 

“It seemed to me to be exactly
what a lot of those involved in
putting it on wanted - a pleasant,
relaxed family picnic in which
gays and straights could stand up
for freedom in a town which per-
haps has never quite understood
what the word means,” stated the
East Tennessee native.

The speakers roster also reflect-
ed the crowd’s diversity with
voices from groups such as
Amnesty International and
PFLAG. Entertainment was pro-
vided by the Rainbow Alliance of
Chattanooga. Their leadership
did an excellent job of finding
and presenting all the people who
were on hand to offer their tal-
ents for the celebration.

The ebb and flow of the crowd

during the day saw several hun-
dred participants in the park at
any one time with overall esti-
mates of total participation run-
ning as high as 1,000. The total
was considerably less than the
more optimistic projections given
earlier by community leaders,
however many cited fear of vio-
lence, fear of police action, and
fear of public disclosure as the
reasons given by friends at home
for omitting the gathering from
their weekend schedule. Other
reasons included misinformation
regarding anti-Christian senti-
ment on the part of Gays
Fighting Religious Oppression,
headed by Gary A. Giddings who
is a Christian. 

The Rhea County folks are
already planning for next year’s
Second Annual Gay Day in Rhea
County. Their Web site at
www.gaydayrheacounty.com will
continue to be updated with the
latest information regarding plans
for the future. �

Beth Maples-Bays can 
be reached at 

beth@outandaboutnashville.com.

Gay Day in Rhea County —
continued from page 12

On Saturday, June 12, from 8
a.m. to noon you can have a fab-
ulous breakfast or brunch at Le
Peep Grille and support PFLAG
and One-in-Teen.
In celebration of Gay Pride
Month, “Out & About Nashville”
will salute PFLAG and One-in-
Teen at a community breakfast in
the Flag Room at Le Peep Grille
in Belle Meade.
For $10.00 per person (plus tax
and gratituty), you can select
from a special menu that includes
your choice of coffee or tea;
choice of orange, grapefruit, cran-
berry or pineapple juice; choice
of Eggs Benedict, Belgian Waffle
or pancakes with two eggs and a
side of bacon or sausage; a
Garden or Western Omelet; or Le

Peep’s signature Fresh Fruit Bowl.
Side dishes, espresso drinks,
Bloody Mary’s and Mimosas are
also available at menu prices.
To participate and support these
fine organizations just tell Le
Peep’s host or hostess upon your
arrival that you are there for the
Out & About Pride Breakfast.
You will be ushered to a table in
the Flag Room and presented the
special breakfast menu.
Le Peep will donate $5.00 from
each O&A Pride Breakfast check,
with the total amount split equal-
ly between PFLAG and One-in-
Teen. For more information or to
reserve a table for a party of six or
more, call Le Peep General
Operations Manager Michael
Romanello at 353-0030. �

Community pride breakfast to
benefit PFLAG and One-In-Teen


